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Despite our best intentions, lecture halls often dominate 
conversations about how to communicate science. It is 
common to see earnest proponents of science engagement 
holding up TED talks, for example, as an ideal format and 
execution. Sure, lectures can be amazing, but they are not the 
right fit for all scientists, all science, or all audiences. It’s time to 
be bolder, more creative, and more strategic.  

We hope you walk away from this session understanding:  

1) there are numerous and diverse opportunities for 
engaging with the public; 

2) a core set of values and skills underpin all informal 
science communication projects; 

3) you can be methodical about developing your science 
communication skills and integrating them into your 
career plan.  

We wish you the best and hope you find this useful!  
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The Individual Development Plan (IDP) 

The myIDP planning tool was tailored to meet the specific career needs of PhD students and postdocs in the 
sciences. It is intended to help users: 1) evaluate their skills, values, and interests; 2) explore and evaluate 
opportunities; 3) set specific goals; and 4) recruit mentors and implement their plan.  

Begin your myIDP at http://myidp.sciencecareers.org 

YOUR INTEREST AREA:

myIDP was authored by Cynthia Fuhrmann, Jennifer Hobin, Bill Lindstaedt, and Philip Clifford. It was funded by The Burroughs Wellcome 
Fund, University of California San Francisco, Medical College of Wisconsin and the Federation of American Societies for Experimental 
Biology (FASEB). It is hosted at ScienceCareers. 
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